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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING 2011 — PREMIER’S OVERSEAS TRIP 

344. Mr P.T. MILES to the Premier: 

The Premier recently returned from an overseas trip, which included a visit to London where he met Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and representatives of various commonwealth associations to discuss preparations for the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011. Can the Premier outline to the house how those meetings 
went and the level of enthusiasm for CHOGM in the United Kingdom? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: With the exception of me, perhaps there are 57 other people in this place who would like to ask 
that question. It is obviously something that everybody is interested in. I simply want to hear the Premier’s 
answer.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I thank the member for the question. I will give a full report on the visit I took to the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom, and Brussels in due course.  

In respect of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, one of the main purposes for spending the best 
part of a week in London was to speak at about six different events. A common theme, obviously, was the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. There is a lot of enthusiasm. I discussed the meeting’s program 
with Her Majesty the Queen. I hope all members will support it. It will be a very significant visit. Three British 
ministers will probably attend the meeting in addition to the British Prime Minister. We expect a large number of 
delegates from British business. Bearing in mind there are over 20 commonwealth countries in Africa, there is a 
great deal of interest around Europe in African developments. This will be a unique opportunity to have round-
table working sessions with prime ministers, presidents and foreign ministers of African states. That is a major 
attraction for British and European business. All events are being arranged.  

I state again that the Australian government and the Australian Prime Minister will host this event. The role of 
the state government is to be supportive; despite the lack of interest from members opposite. I am proud of the 
effort that Western Australia is putting in. We are doing the heavy lifting for this event in every respect. This 
will be the greatest ever CHOGM held because of the effort this state government has made. If members go to 
Kings Park, they will see the reception — 

Opposition members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Do members opposite want to be included or not? I intend inviting every member of 
Parliament and including them fully in events. If they do not want to be included, let me know! I tell members 
what—a lot of other people want to come along. If they don’t want to be in it, just let me know—we will take 
them off the list! We will press the delete button repeatedly.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Member for 
Cannington, I formally call you to order for the first time today as well.  

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I formally call you to order for the second time today. I give the 
Premier the opportunity to continue his answer.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The associated events, apart from the formal meeting itself, include the commonwealth 
business forum. It is hoped over 1 000 delegates will be in attendance at that. There has been extraordinary 
sponsorship from Western Australian and Australian–based industry, including ANZ, BP, Fortescue Metals 
Group, Perdaman Industries, Rio Tinto and Woodside, amounting to millions of dollars. The commonwealth 
people’s forum expects 250 delegates. Not-for-profit community sectors from around the world will have the 
opportunity to participate. The community youth forum expects around 150 delegates. That will be held in 
Fremantle.  

As the Minister for Culture and the Arts has stated, there will be a commonwealth festival including Nomad Two 
Worlds and the Canning Stock Route. While I was in London, I signed a partnership between the state 
government and the British Museum. The British Museum will bring out a unique collection of artefacts 
reflecting commonwealth nations. The head of the British Museum, Neil MacGregor, will also be here. He is 
regarded as the world authority on museums and the display of narratives.  

Several members interjected. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: I hope members opposite show some interest. Members opposite snigger. We are lucky in 
this state—we will have the world leader, the most readily identified authority on museums, museum artefacts 
and telling a story through narrative. He will give a public lecture while he is here. I will invite members 
opposite, but it is probably wasted! A bit of culture, a bit of art, a bit of understanding, a bit of intellect 
required—members opposite will all struggle! Maybe they can go to international netball or hockey, but in terms 
of the absolute —  

Mr T.G. Stephens: Did you tell that bloke from England how much money you are spending on the new 
museum? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A lot of money. The member might be interested—he has offered his assistance to play a 
role in the planning and development of that museum.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Did you tell him there was nothing in the budget for it?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Once again members opposite repetitively deride the most significant event in Western 
Australia for a long time. Western Australians do not see it the way the Labor Party does. Over 500 Western 
Australians have volunteered to be volunteers and support CHOGM. There will be free public transport over the 
three days of CHOGM, and a public holiday on the Friday. There will be opportunities to see the Queen. There 
will be special routes and motorcades put in place for the public. I want to thank the other states, and New 
Zealand. Over 700 police officers —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In conclusion, I wish to thank the other states, and New Zealand. Over 700 police officers 
will come across to assist Western Australia Police to manage this event. I understand members opposite like to 
have a dig, but I want to make one point—I really hope that members opposite put their petty politics to one side 
and actually support the Western Australian government, the Australian government and the commonwealth in 
making this the best CHOGM that has ever been held.  
 


